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Editorial 

Two moments in - 
Latin American 
social thoughtl 

CLACSO's first theoretical journal was born in a very different Latin 
American and global context than that of today. Indeed, Crítica 6 
Utopía Latinoamericana de Ciencias Sociales came out in Buenos Aires 
in September 1979. Fifteen years later, the director of the journal, Fran- 
cisco Delich, then executive secretary of CLACSO, wrote about the dif- 
ficult conditions faced by Latin American social scientists at that time: 

In the middle of the previous decade, the democracies in Chile 

and Argentina had collapsed. The heresy of Uruguayan histo- 

ry had been consolidated-BordaberryS civil coup against the 

country's own institutions. The brief and rich experience of the 

Peruvian Revolution, which in 1968 still held out some hope, had 

ended with the death of General Velazco. Bolivia continued on 

its erratic path between revolution and counterrevolution, pay- 

ing more attention to the miners than to the modernisation of 

Santa Cruz. An unperturbed Stroessner, with strong support 

from Brazil, consolidated republican despotism in Paraguay. In 

Brazil, ten years after the military coup against Goulart, the Bra- 

1 Translated from Spanish by Shana Yael Shubs and Ruth Felder. 
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